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accidents, that deprive it of the utility which
would otherwise render national industry so
fruitful.

Whatever you may do, SIRE, to inspire con-
fidence, it still remains for you to observe that
nations have commercial connections; and that
gold forms one of those, because of its necessity
to trade. It must flow here or there, according to
the indefinite combinations of merchants. Hence
no nation can unite sound opinions concerning
trade with restraint on the exportation of gold.
Each man must finally pay his debts, and no
person gives or receives gold, from which little
is to be gained, except when every means of
paying in merchandise is exhausted; for from
these profits are derived to buyer and seller.
What would you think, SIRE, of a prince who
should encourage the merchants of his kingdom
to establish numerous manufactures, consequently
to employ numerous agents, yet should forbid
those agents to leave the kingdom that they
might purchase the materials of which the manu-
facturers stand in need? This, however, is the
picture of the prince who should prevent, or laye
